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W ildlife species depend on quality habitat for their
livelihood. Depending on the species and the avail-
able food and cover, the way private lands are

managed will largely influence the abundance or scarcity of
wildlife populations across the country in the future. According
to data from the United States Department of Agriculture, nearly
50% of the U.S. (more than 900 million acres) is privately
owned cropland, pastureland and rangeland managed by
approximately 4.7 million individuals.

What do the numbers mean? The bottom line is that the
future of 50% of the wildlife habitat in the U.S. is in the hands
of only 2% of its citizens. Trends in crop prices, the demands
of a growing human population and land values are factors
which affect and will continue to impact how land is managed.

Public programs implemented on private land can dramati-
cally affect how land is used, and the choices ultimately impact
wildlife populations in one way or another. For example, the
nesting success of waterfowl in the U.S. has increased by at
least 22% since 1985 due, in part, to the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). The CRP program pays landowners to estab-
lish areas of permanent grass cover and restore wetlands that
provide nesting habitat for waterfowl. The establishment of
permanent grasslands has also helped increase ring-necked
pheasant populations across the Midwest.

While programs like CRP are beneficial, landowners should
take advantage of many other programs available through
organizations to help the private landowner establish quality
habitat. One of the leaders in this area, the National Wild
Turkey Federation, has several programs to help private
landowners manage their land to benefit wildlife.

Seed Subsidy Program
The Seed Subsidy Program is offered and partially funded

through the state Wild Turkey Super Fund and is available in
several states. It is designed to help with private land manage-
ment. Most participating state chapters offer the NWTF Strut
and Rut mixes or Turkey Gold Chufa at half the cost of the seed
and with free shipping (paid through the Wild Turkey Super
fund). This program is only available to NWTF members.

Conservation Seed Program
The Conservation Seed Program provides landowners year-

old seed for wildlife plantings. This successful program provid-
ed more than 5.5 million pounds of sorghum, wheat, soybeans,
corn and sunflower seed in 1999 alone. NWTF members can
purchase the seed for only a few dollars per bag. The seed is
shipped by the tractor-trailer load and is handled through the
state chapter system. 

Project HELP
Project HELP (Habitat Enhancement Land Program) is avail-

able to NWTF members and nonmembers, and provides seeds
and seedlings specifically selected to benefit wild turkeys and
other wildlife. Everything from Turkey Gold Chufa and the
Strut and Rut mixes to sawtooth oaks and Sweetheart chestnuts
are available at competitive prices. To get your free catalog,
call 1-800-THE-NWTF.

Wild Turkey Woodlands
Wild Turkey Woodlands recognizes landowners for their

efforts to provide good wildlife habitat on their property.
Participating landowners receive a large, colorful sign to post
on their property and a certificate suitable for framing. This
program, however, doesn’t just provide recognition; it also
offers direct benefits like special rates on seeds and seedlings
and periodic updates on new wildlife management techniques. 

Get more information on the National Wild Turkey
Federation’s private land management programs and projects
by calling 1-800-THE-NWTF or check out the Federation’s
web site at www.nwtf.org. You can also contact your state
chapter at 256-236-1874.

National Wild Turkey Federation
770 Augusta Road • Edgefield, S.C. 29824

Telephone # 803-637-3106 • Fax # 803-637-0034
E-mail: nwtf@nwtf.net • Web site: www.nwtf.org

National Wild Turkey Federation Alabama Chapter
842 Bains Gap Road • Anniston, AL 36201

Telephone # 256-236-1874
Web site: http://www.ag.auburn.edu/grassroots/nwtfac/
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